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Hm The Claims; 

Please replace claim 34 with the following amended claim: 
34 \ (Amended) A stent constnicted from a metal tiibe, the stent comprising: 

\a plurality of intercomiected first expansion struts, the fiist expansion stiaits forming a 
fii5t serpd^tine expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, 

aplnklity of intercomiected second expansion stmts, the second expansion struts forming 
a £ econd serpentine expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, 

a pluraUtjnof intercomiected third expansion stmts, the third expansion stmts foraaing a 
th rd serpentine expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, 

a first connectinte stmt column comprising a plurality of first connecting stmts, each first 
coanecting stmt having a^rst end extending from the distal end region of the first seipentine 
e?tpansion column, a seconcrend extending fi:om the proximal end region of the second 
serpentine expansion column akd at least one curved region between the first end and the second 
et d of the first connecting strut, the first end of the first connecting stmt longitudinally and 
ci-cumferentially offeet from the se^nd end of the first connecting stmt, 

a second connecting stmt colmmn comprising a plurality of second connecting stmts, each 
second connecting stmt having a first end extending from the distal end region of the second 
serpentine expansion column, a second enckextending from the proximal end regioi^i of the third 
s€q)entine expansion column and at least onescurved region between the first end and the second 
er d of the second connecting stmt, the first end\>f the second connecting stmt longitudinally and 
cTT:iimferentially ofEset firom the second end of thossecond connecting strut. 

^ease replace claim 35 with the follow^ amended cl^^ 
3i-. (Amended) The stent of claun 34 wherein the fitet expansion struts and the first 
cc nnecting stmts are provided in a ratio, the ratio of the first\xpansion struts to the first 
ccnnecting struts is 2:1. 
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^ease replace claim 36 with the following amended claim^ 
^ Se.'^rAroended) The stent of claim 34 wherein the first expansion coJumii comprises a 

plurality oSsioining struts in the distal end region and a plurality of joining stnits in the proximal 

eni region, ffib.second expansion column comprises a plurality of joining strute in the distal eod 
re;,aon and aplur^ity of joining struts in the proximal end region, and each first connecting stmt 
has a first end whicBsextends from a side of one joining strut in the distal end region of the first 
expansion column andVsecond end which extends from a side of one joining strut'in the 
proximal end region of thes^ond expansion column. 

jSease replace cl^m 37 with the following amended claim^ 
3' . (Amended) A stent constructed from a metal tube, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected first expansion struts, the first expansion stnits forming a 
fij St expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, each first expansion 
stxit cotmected only at a proximal end to one first expansion strut adjacent thereto and only at a 
di stal end to another first expansion strut adjacent thereto; 

a plurality of interconnected second eTraansion struts, the second expansion struts forming 
a >econd expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, each second 
e^ pansion stmt connected only at a proximal end tci one second expansion strut adjacent tliereto 
ar.d only at a distal end to another second expansion Wut adjacent thereto; ; 

a first connecting stmt column comprising a pl^ality of first connecting stait$, each first 
connecting stmt having a first end extending fi-om the dislal end region of the first expansion 
ccilumn, a second end extending from the proximal end region of the second expansion column 
and at least one curved region between the first end and the second end of the connecting strut, 
the first end of the first cormecting strut longitudinaHy and circumferentially offset '6rom the 
second end of the first connecting stmt, 

|p^ase replace claim 38 with the following amended cl ^mT^ | 
31>, (Amended) The stent of claim 37 wherein the first expansiontolumn coinprises a 
plurality of joining struts in the distal end region and a plurality of joiningVtruts in ihe proximal 
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1,1 region, the second expansion column comprises a plurality of joining struts in the distal end 
re^ pon and a plurality of joining struts in the proximal end region, ; 

and each first connecting strut has a first end which extends from a $ide of one joining 
strut in aie distal end region of the first expansion column and a second end which extends from 
a side of Disjoining strut in the proximal end region of the second expansion column. 


j^ase replace claim 39 with the following amended claiml^ 
3S . (Amended! A stent constructed from a metal tube, the stent comprising: 

a plurality oWnteiconnected first expansion struts, the first expansion stmts fonnii^ a 
fiist serpentine expansipn column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, 

a plurality of interconnected second expansion struts, the second expansion btmts forming 
a second serpentine expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, 

a plurality of interconnected third expansion stmts, the third expansion struts forming a 
third serpentine expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, 

a first connecting strut column comprising a plurality of first coimecting struts, each first 
cc nnecting stmt having a first end\xtending from the distal end region of the fii^t expansion 
cclumn and a second end extending from the proximal end region of the second expansion 
cc lumn and at least one curved portior 

a second connecting stmt columA comprising a plurality of second connecting struts, each 
second cormecting strut having a first endWtending from the distal end region of the second 
expansion column and a second end extending from tlie proximal end region of the third 
e?.pan$ion column and at least one curved pordon; 

the first serpentine expansion column, tne second serpentine expansion column and the 
Gi'sX connecting strut column forming a plurality of geometric cells about the circuniference of 
the stent, 

each geometric cell having a proximal region Wending between two adjacent first 

\ i 

expansion stmts, a distal region extending between twaadjacent second expansion 'stmts and a 

\ r 

middle region extending between two adjacent first comifecting stmts, the proximaljregion and 
the distal region circumferentially offset from one another.^ 
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\ ^pjTase replace claim 41 with t^^ 

y 41 A (Amended) The stent of claim 40 wherein the first expansion struts and the first 

CO 3Tie^ing struts are provided in a ratio, the ratio of the first expansion struts to the first 
connecting stints is 2:1. 

jp^ease replace claim 42 with the following amended claimTl 
42 . (AmerSed) A stent constructed froiu a metal tube, the stent comprising a; plurality of 
cells, each of th^lurality of cells having substantially the same asymmetrical shape, each of the 
plirahty of cells having a first end portion which extends substantially in a longitudinal direction 
aijd a second end portion which extends substantially in a longitudinal duwtion, the second end 
pert! on longitudinally and circumferentially offset from the first end portion, the first end portion 
ccnnected to the second \jid portion via a plurality of connecting members each of which has a 
plurality of curved sectior 


a^dn 


Please add newtlaims 44-50 as follows: 


4^ -, (New) An unexpanded stent constructed fi"om a metal tube, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of interconnecteo. first expansion struts, the first expansion struts; forming a 
fi:"st expansion column having a pro^ial end region and a distal end region, each first expansion 
strut connected at a proximal end to onfe first expansion stmt adjacent thereto by a first proximal 
joining strut and at a distal end to anoth^first expansion strut adjacent thereto by a first distal 
joining strut, the first expansion column having a plurality of first proximal comers where each 
fi;-st proximal joining strut and each first expsuosion strut are connected and a plurality of first 
distal comers where each first distal joining stmt and each first expansion strut are bonnected; 

a plurality of interconnected second expansion stmts, the second expansion ^struts forming 
a second expansion column having a proximal endVegion and a distal end region, dach second 
e?;pansion strut connected at a proximal end to one second expansion strut adjacent thereto by a 
sc cond proximal joining strut and at a distal end to another second expansion strut adjacent 
th ereto by a second distal joining stmt, the second expansion column having a plurCdity of second 
px>ximal comers where each second proximal joining stmtvand each second expansion strut axe 
connected and a plurality of second distal comers where eacn second distal joinmg;Strut and each 
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sbiioxid expansion stmt are connected; 

a first connecting strut column comprising a plurality of first connecting strqts, each first 
^ ^ connei^ing strut having a first end extending fi-om one of the plurality of first distal corners of the 
diiital eiJL^ region of the first expansion column, a second end extending from one of the plurality 
of secondVoxiroa] corners of the proximal end region of the second expansion cohiron and at 
le:LSt one cuXed region between the first end and the second end of the connecting stmt, the first 
end of the first^connectiag stmt connecting to tlie fn^t expansion column at a location which is 
laagitudinally aim circumferentially ofiEset from a location at which the second end of the 
ccnnecting strut coimects to the second expansion column. 

4i . (New) The stem of claim 44 wherein the first expansion colunan comprises :a plurality of 
lo^ps in the distal end region and a plurality of loops in the proximal end region, the second 
e> pansion colunui comprises a plurality of loops in the distal end region and a plurality of loops 
in the proximal end region, and each first connecting strut has a first end which extends fi*om a 
siie of one loop in the distal end region of the first expansion column and a second' end which 
extends from a side of one loop imthe proximal end region of the second expansion column, 

4(). (New) A stent constructed fro^ a metal tube, the stent comprising: 

a plurahty of intercoimected firsVexpansion struts, the first expansion struts forming a 
fi."st expansion column having a proximalNend region and a distal end region, each iirst expansion 
strut connected at a proximal end to one first expansion strut adjacent thereto by a first proximal 
joining strut and at a distal end to another firsiyexpansion strut adjacent thereto by a first distal 
jcining strut, the first expansion column havingV plurahty of first proximal intersections where 
e££h first proximal joining stmt and each first expansion strut are connected and a plurality of 
fi .'St distal intersections where each first distal joinir^ strut and each first expansioij stmt are 
connected; 

a plurality of interconnected second expansion Struts, the second expansion|stmts fbrraiag 
a second expansion column having a proximal end regiomand a distal end region, each second 
e::pansion strut connected at a proximal end to one second Wpansion strut adjacent th^eto by a 
sttcond proximal joining strut and at a distal end to another second expansion stmt iadjacent 
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KTeto by a second distal joining strut, the second expansion column having a plurality of second 
p\xinial mtersections where each second proximal joining stmt and each second expansion strut 
arc connected and a plurality of second distal intersections where each second distal' joining strut 
and eack second expansion strut are connected; 

a Vst connecting strut column comprisiDg a plurality of first connecting stn:t$, each first 
cotmecting g<rut having a furst end extending from a location immediately adjacent tp one of the 
pl araHty of fim distal intersections of the distal end region of the first expansion column, a 
sex)nd end extending from a location immediately adjacent to one of the plurality of second 
proximal intersectrons of the proximal end region of die second expansion column and at least 
or e curved region between the first end and the second end of the connecting strut, the first end 
of the first connecting dtrut longitudinally and circumferentially of&et fi"om the second end of the 
fiist connecting strut 

47. (New) An unexpanded stent constructed from a metal tube, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected first expansion struts, the first expansion stmts ifonning a 
fij st expansion colxunn having a proximal end region and a distal end regioii, each first expansion 
st.-ut connected at a proximal end taone first expansion strut adjacent thereto and at a distal end 
to another first expansion strut adjacmt thereto: ; 

a plurality of interconnected seclond expansion struts, tlie second expansion istruts forming 
a second expansion colunm having a proximal end region and a di$tal end region, e|ach second 
expansion strut connected at a proximal end to one second expansion strut adjacent thereto and at 
a iistal end to another second expansion strutWjacent thereto; 

a first connecting strut colunm comprisiM a plurality of first connecting struts, each first 
c<»nnecting stmt having a first end extending frotasflie distal end region of the first expansion 
column at a location in closer proximity to one first\xpansion stmt than to any oth^ of the 
plurality of first expansion struts, a second end extending from the proximal end region of the 
sc cond expansion column at a location in closer proximiW to one second expansion strut than to 
33 ly other of the plurality of second expansion struts and aiNleast one curved region jDctween the 
fi rst end and the second end of the coimecting stmt, the first md of the first connecting strut 
Icngitudjnally and circumferentially offset from the second enaof the first connecting strut. 
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(New) An unexpanded stent constructed from a metal tube, the stent having' a 
loji^^dinal axis comprismg; 

.plurality of intercoimected first expansion stmts, the first expansion slrxLts forming a 
fa>t expajSsion zo\\mm having a proximal end region and a distal end region, each first expansion 
sti ut connecbed at a proximal end to one lirst expansion strut adjacent thereto and at a distal end 
to another fiisr^xpansion strut adjacent thereto; 

a pluralit\of interconnected second expansion struts, the second expansion struts forming 
a !;econd expansioii^colunm having a proximal end region and a distal end region, each second 
e?cpansion strut connected at a proximal end to one second expansion strut adjacentihereto and at 
a liistal end to another se;cond expansion strut adjacent thereto; 

a first connecting strut column comprising a plurality of first connecting struts, 

each first connecting strut having a first end extending fi'om a first location at the 
distal end region of thesfirst expansion column, the first end extending in a direction non- 
parallel to the longitudin^ axis of the stent, 

a second end extenqing from a second location at the proximal end region of the 
second expansion column, tWe second location circumferentially and longitudinally offset 
from tlie first location, the secopd end extending in a direction non-parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the stent, 

and at least one curved regJbn between the first end and the second end of the 
cc meeting strut. 


(New) An unexpanded stent constnictcdSfrom a metal tube, the stent comprising: 

\ \ 
a phirahty of interconnected first expansion struts, the first expansion struts fonning a 

first expansion column having a proximal end regioii and a distal end region, each first expansion 

stilt connected at a proximal end to one first expansio^ stmt adjacent thereto and at a distal end 

to another first expansion stmt adjacent thereto; 

aplmrality of interconnected second expansion stnks, the second expansion stmts fonnming 

a second expansion column having a proximal end region aM a distal end region, ejach second 
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cxDansion stmt connected at a pro)citttal end to one second expansion stmt adjacent thereto and at 
a cd^al end to another second expansion stmt adjacent thereto; 

t 

. first connecting stmt column comprising a plurality of first connecting stmts, each first 
coonectiAstnit having a first end extending firom the distal end regj.on of the first expansion 
CO Lmmi at a IVDcation in closer proximity to one first expansion strut than to any other of the 
pi' irality of firsVexpansion stmts, 

each fiist\pnnecting stmt including a first end which is connected to the fir^t expansion 
St] ut column and wkch extends in a longitudinal direction toward the second expansion colmnn 
and in a circumferential direction away firom the two first expansion stmts nearest to the first end, 
th3 connecting stmt including a portion which extends in a longitudinal direction toward the 
se::ond expansion column and in a circnmferential direction toward the two first expansion stmts 
nt arest to the first end of theWinecting stmt 

5(1. (New) An unexpanded stent constmcted fix)m a metal tube, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of interconnectedsfirst expansion stmts, the first expansion stmts jfotming a 
first expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, each first expansion 
St nit connected at a proximal end to one. first expansion stmt adjacent thereto and at a distal end 
to another first expansion strut adjacent thereto; 

a plurahty of interconnected secondSexpansion stmts, the second expansion Istmts forming 
a second expansion column having a proximal end region and a distal end region, each second 
e7:pansion stmt connected at a proximal end to We second expansion stmt adjacent thereto and at 
a distal end to another second expansion stmt adjacent thereto; 

a first connecting stmt column comprising aj)lurality of first cormecting stnits, each first 
ctmnecting stmt having a first end extending firom thodistal end region of the first expansion 
column at a location in closer proximity to one first exppsion stmt than to any other of the 
plurality of first expansion stmts, 

each first connecting stmt including a first end porti)on which is connected at a first 

location to the first expansion stmt column and which extendSs away firom the two first expansion 

\ j 

struts which are nearest thereto, the entirety of the first end pomon ojBFset circmnfeiientially &x>m 
the first expansion stmts which are adjacent to the one expansioir^tmt, 


Received from < 9525633001 > at 2/10/03 5:49:00 FM [Eastern Standard Time] 


